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HIGHLIGHTS 
January 12 - 18, 1997 


eo air overspread the Nation in two stages, 
perpetuating harsh conditions across the North Central 
States, stressing unprotected winter wheat on the central 
Plains, and delivering late-week freeze damage to crops in 
Peninsular Florida. Snow cover protected winter wheat 
from the cold elsewhere on the Plains and in the Ohio Valley. 
Despite a late-week warm-up, weekly temperatures averaged 
10 to 20°F below normal between the Rockies and 
Appalachians. Farther west, rain returned to flood-stricken 
areas of California, but much more significant precipitation 
fell across the Northwest and Southwest. Widespread ice 
and snow accumulated from Texas and Louisiana into the 
Midwest. Rain dampened the East, while in the Great 
Lakes region, record-setting snow squalls continued. In 


Florida, warm weather and locally heavy rain preceded a late- 
week cold snap. 


(Continued on page 3) 
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JAN 12 - 18, 1997 





CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated 


Based on preliminary data 





Extreme Minimum Temperature (°F) 
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(Continued from front cover) 
Early in the week, a major 
snowstorm buried mountain 
areas of the Southwest, while 
more than an inch of ice glazed 
parts of southeastern Texas 
and Louisiana. By Monday 
afternoon, snow depths in 
southern California reached 
22 inches in Idyllwild and 18 
inches atop Mt. Laguna. Up 
to 3 feet blanketed Mt. 
Charleston, near Las Vegas, 
NV. In Utah, 48-hour (Jan- 
uary 12-14) snowfall totaled 38 
inches in Monticello. Flag- 
staff, AZ netted 30.8 inches 
during the January 12-14 
storm, their greatest single- 
storm total since 31.5 inches 
fell on February 28 - March 2, 
1991. 

















Bitterly cold air resulted in 

more than three dozen daily- 

record lows across the Nation. 

On Sunday, minima dipped to 

-35°F in Sheridan, WY and 

-30°F in Billings, MT. A 

day later, daily records 

included -20°F in Yuma, CO 

and -17°F in Goodland, KS. In Colorado, Denver's temperatures remained below 0°F for about 60 hours (January 11-14), their longest 
such streak since December 1990. The temperature in Lubbock, TX remained below 32°F for 129 consecutive hours (January 10-15), 
their longest sub-freezing spell since January 1988. Elsewhere in Texas, Brownsville's high struggled only to 33°F on Monday, following 
a low of 30°F. Enough cold air oozed west of the Rockies to chill the West Coast States. In California, downtown Sacramento's freeze 
on Monday was their first since December 9, 1994. A day later, Redding recorded 19°F. 


In contrast, temperatures averaged 10 to 26°F above normal over mainland Alaska. Nome notched daily-record highs on Sunday (43°F), 
Tuesday (39°F), and Wednesday (37°F). But over the Lower 48, a second wave of cold air spilled southward late in the week. By Friday, 
daily-record lows were noted in locations such as Aberdeen, SD (-32°F), Atlantic, IA (-22°F), and Chanute, KS (-7°F). In advance of 
the cold front, highs soared on January 15-16 in Florida, where West Palm Beach (85°F) logged consecutive daily records. Heavy rain 
dotted southeastern Florida, where Ft. Lauderdale received an all-time-record, 24-hour total of 5.82 inches on January 13-14. By 
week's end, however, sub-freezing conditions reached central and interior southern Florida, resulting in freeze durations of 1 to 9 hours 
on January 18-19. Scattered citrus and ground-crop locations reported temperatures at or below 28°F for up to 4 hours, causing locally 
significant damage to the latter. Lows on Sunday (January 19) included 26°F in Orlando, 27°F in Ruskin, 29°F in Leesburg, 31°F in 
Winter Haven, and 31°F in Ft. Myers. 


The Tuolumne River finally fell below flood stage near Modesto, CA early in the week. Precipitation returned to the region on January 
12, totaling 0.82 inches during the week in Blue Canyon, CA. In the Pacific Northwest, more than 4 inches of rain pelted Quillayute, 
WA. Farther east, weekly snowfall totaled 3.9 inches in Amarillo, TX, 4.0 inches in St. Louis, MO, and 4.2 inches in Dubuque, IA. 
Lake-enhanced totals included 14.7 inches in Grand Rapids, MI and 16.5 inches in South Bend, IN. In New York, 77 inches of 
Montague's 91-inch lake-effect storm total fell in 24 hours on January 11-12, tentatively breaking the U.S. record of 76 inches, set at 
Silver Lake, CO, in April 1921. At week's end, warmer air spread eastward across the Nation, while bitterly cold air shifted into the East. 


On Saturday, Olympia, WA tallied a daily-record high of 59°F. A day later (January 19), St. Louis' temperature topped the freezing mark 
for the first time since January 5. 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY 
(LONG TERM PALMER) 


ert tinal MID-WINTER UPDATE 








DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER): 


| DEPICTS PROLONGED (MONTHS, YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR 

| WETNESS; RESPONDS SLOWLY, CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK TO 

| WEEK: AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE RUNOFF, RECHARGE, 

| AND DEEP PERCOLATION, AS WELL AS EVAPOTRANSPIRATION. 2 oe 
| MODERATE MODERATE] 
| USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF PROLONGED . 
| DRYNESS OR WETNESS ON WATER SENSITIVE ECONOMIES, DESIGNATING DIS- x8 
| ASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS; AND REFLECTING THE GENERAL LONG- - 

| TERM STATUS OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AQUIFERS, RESERVOIRS, AND STREAMS. 


UMITATIONS...IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM (FEW WEEKS) 
STATUS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS SUCH AS FREQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND 


| FIELD OPERATIONS (THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX) NOAAVUSDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY bn piidalanitieats 





DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX BY DIVISION 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 


January 18, 1997 
(Index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7) 


MID-WINTER UPDATE 
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Based on preliminary reports 
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_ National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending January 18, 1997 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending January 18, 1997 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending January 18, 1997 
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Based on 1961-90 normais 


Note: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 
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____Crop Progress 1996 





Winter Wheat 


The 1996 winter wheat crop experienced a harsh winter 
over parts of the major growing areas. The Nation's winter 
wheat crop started the year evenly split between poor and 
fair condition. Spring rain across the central Great Plains 
improved wheat condition. Winter wheat development in 
the central Great Plains was behind normal for early spring. 
Wheat endured drought conditions in the Central States and 
southwest. Wheat progress in the Central States started the 
spring behind normal due to cold weather and the continued 
lack of soil moisture. Late-spring rain in the central Great 
Plains did little to revive the wheat crop hurt by wind and 
low temperatures. The wheat harvest started slightly ahead 
of the average for the major producing States. By June, 
warm, sunny weather across the Central States dried wheat 
fields and allowed good harvest progress in the southern 
Great Plains, unlike wet field conditions that slowed 
harvest in the 
central Great 


average. Spring wheat condition was mostly good to fair 
by the summer. The development of spring wheat started 
the year behind the average and remained there. Later in 
the year, dry weather in the Dakota’s was favorable for 
harvest activity. By early fall, spring wheat harvest ended 
the year ahead of normal. 


Corn 


Corn planting started the season on time, but low soil 
temperatures in the Midwest limited corn planting, with 
most producers waiting for warmer weather before seeding. 
Cool, wet soils in the Ohio Valley slowed field preparation 
and delayed the start of planting. Unseasonably cold 
weather in the Great Lakes restricted pre-planting 
activities. The prolonged wet, cool weather over the Ohio 
Valley slowed corn emergence and development. Wet 
fields in the western Corn Belt in the late spring prevented 

farmers from 





Plains. By early 
August, wheat 
harvest progress 


U.S. Corn Production 
1987 - 1996 


applying 
herbicides _ or 
cultivating for 
weed _ control. 





in the Central 
States and Ohio 
Valley slipped 
farther behind 
the average due 
to wet fields. As 
summer ended, 
wheat harvest 
activity 
accelerated when 
drier § weather 
allowed 


Billion Bushels 





By late June, 
corn silking 
started slightly 
behind the 
average. Corn 
grew rapidly in 
the Midwest due 
to warm, sunny 
weather and 
favorable soil 
moisture. 
Uneven com 








producers into 
their fields to 
complete _ the 





1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 
Year 


development 
resulted from the 
wet spring 








harvest. 


Spring Wheat 


Planting of 1996 spring wheat was delayed by the cool, wet 
spring weather. Rain, snow, and low soil temperatures 
prevented planting in the Northern States. Some wheat 
fields in South Dakota were replanted after being damaged 
by spring storms and strong winds. Spring wheat seeding 
was nearly complete by early June, slightly ahead of the 


conditions that 

disrupted 
planting and required significant replanting. The average 
height of corn in the Great Lakes region was half of normal 
by early summer. Corn silking fell further behind the 
average by mid-July in the Central States. Crop stress 
from dry conditions in the central Corn Belt was reduced 
by rain that arrived just before much of the crop entered the 
pollination stage. Extreme heat and dryness in the southern 
Great Plains caused many fields to fail. In the eastern Corn 
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Belt, corn silking was 2 weeks behind normal by early 
August. In the Great Lakes region, European corn borers 
attacked alternative crops since corn development was later 
than normal. Doughing and denting remained behind 
normal during September in the Ohio and middle 
Mississippi Valleys. Much-needed moisture arrived in the 
late summer in the Central States, improving corn 
condition. Corn harvest started later than normal at the end 
of the summer and remained behind schedule. A late frost 
in the eastern Corn Belt allowed corn development to 
continue for some late-planted fields, while some producers 
delayed harvest, with the hope that a frost would dry the 
corn. In the Midwest, high-average corn moisture levels 
for early November slowed the completion of the harvest, 
which ended the season later than normal in most States. 


Soybean planting for 1996 was delayed by the cold, wet 
spring and started the year behind the average. Widespread 
rains in early June soaked fields and slowed soybean 
planting in the Midwest. Planting was postponed by some 
producers until 


progress in the Delta and the Southeast remained ahead of 
normal. Persistent dry weather in the Midwest stressed 
some late-planted fields. Progress remained behind normal 
through late summer, with soybeans dropping leaves 
significantly behind the average. Cool fall weather across 
most of the Midwest and Southeast slowed soybean 
development. As fall approached, soybean development 
neared normal levels. Soybean acreage harvested started 
the season behind the average, with progress in the eastern 
Corn Belt significantly behind the average. A hard freeze 
in early November in the Corn Belt ended the growing 
season for soybeans. Wet weather in the Ohio, Tennessee, 
and middle Mississippi Valleys left the soybean harvest 
nearly 2 weeks behind normal. Harvest was completed in 
late November slightly behind the average. 


Sorghum planting started later than normal due to the wet 
field conditions. Thunderstorms and flooding in the lower 
Ohio and middle Mississippi Valleys delayed sorghum 
planting. The lack of soil moisture in early June in the 
Southwest caused some producers to wait for rain before 
proceeding with 





they completed 
corm planting. 
Spring soybean 
planting was 


U.S. Soybean Production 
1987 - 1996 dry summer 


planting. 
Continued warm, 


weather lowered 





significantly 
behind schedule 
In the Ohio and 
middle 
Mississippi 
Valleys. 
Warmer weather 
in late June 
improved 
soybean growth 
in the Midwest 
and allowed 


1.60 





sorghum 
condition in the 
Southwest, 
where the crop 
showed signs of 
heat stress. 
Sorghum 
plarting in the 
Midwest was 
significantly 
behind the 








producers to 
nearly complete 
soybean 





1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 
Year were waiting to 


average, since 
many producers 








planting. The 

average height of soybeans in the Great Lakes region was 
1 inch below the 5-year average by early July. Soybeans 
blooming in the Midwest were significantly behind the 
average by late July but ahead of normal in the Delta 
States. Soybeans in the Corn Belt were stressed from the 
persistent hot, dry July weather. In parts of the eastern 
Corn Belt, soybeans blooming were 18 days behind normal 
by early August. Setting pods and dropping leaves in the 
Ohio Valley were behind the average by late August, while 


finish planting 
other row crops. 
By mid-July, sorghum development was accelerated by hot 
weather across the Southern States. Midsummer rains 
from Hurricane Dolly benefited sorghum development in 
the southern Great Plains. Sorghum turning color passed 
the halfway mark in early September, with some central 
Great Plains and Midwestern States behind the average. 
By early October, sorghum harvested was one-quarter 
complete, slightly behind the average. Fall harvest activity 
was slowed in some States due to high grain moisture 
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levels and producers concentrating first on completing the 
harvest of other row crops. Powerful winds in early 
November toppled some sorghum fields in the central 
Great Plains, where wet fields slowed harvest activity. 
Cold, damp weather in the southern Great Plains slowed 
harvest activity in some late-planted fields. Sorghum 
harvest was completed in November slightly behind the 
average. 


Rice seeding began the year ahead of normal, but 
emergence was slow in the Delta due to cool spring 
weather. Producers in the Delta flushed emerged rice fields 
in mid-April and reported some problems with salt-water 
in their irrigation systems. Beneficial summer rains aided 


rice growth, leaving rice in mostly good to excellent 
condition. Rice headed started in late June ahead of the 
average. Early rice harvesting started in mid-July in the 
Delta but was hindered by wet conditions. By the end of 
the summer, rice headed in California was halfway 
complete, significantly ahead of the average, while in 
Arkansas, rice fields were drained to prepare for harvest. 
Rice development in California was slowed by low 
morning temperatures in the early fall. Heavy rains in 
Texas slowed harvest activity and damaged some fields, 
but the moisture benefited the second crop. Heavy rains in 
September caused lodging across the Delta. Rice 
producers in Texas and Louisiana prepared for the second 
crop. As November started, the rice harvest neared 
completion ahead of the average. 





Crop Production Highlights 1996 





The 1996 corn for grain production was estimated at 9.29 
billion bushels, up 26 percent from 1995 but virtually 
unchanged from the November 1 forecast. The 1996 
production level ranked third behind 1994 and 1992, 
respectively. The U.S. yield of 127.1 bushels per acre was 
up 13.6 bushels from 1995, but 11.5 bushels below the 
record of 1994. 


Sorghum production for 1996 was estimated at 803 
million bushels, down 2 percent from the November 
forecast but up 74 percent from the 1995 production. This 
was the largest production level since 1992. Grain yields, 
at 67.5 bushels per acre, were down 0.9 bushels from 
November 1 but almost 12 bushels above the 1995 
average. Yield increases in 10 of the 18 estimating States 
from the November 1 forecast were more than offset by 
declines in Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, New Mexico, and 
Texas. 


Ail wheat production for 1996 totaled 2.28 billion 
bushels. This was up 5 percent from 1995. The U.S. yield 
was placed at 36.3 bushels per acre, up 0.5 bushels from 
1995. Grain area was estimated at 62.9 million acres. 
This was up 3 percent from last season. 


Rice production totaled 171 million cwt during 1996, 
down 1 percent from the 1995 total and 2 percent below 
the November 1996 forecast. Area for harvest, at 2.80 
million acres, was down 10 percent from 1995 as acreage 
reductions in Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, 
and Texas more than offset increased acreage in California. 
Yield per acre averaged a record high 6,121 pounds for 
1996, 500 pounds above 1995 and 157 pounds above the 
previous record set in 1994. 


Soybean production totaled 2.38 billion bushels in 1996, 
up 9 percent from 1995, but down 1 percent from the 
November 1 forecast. The 1996 production was the second 
highest on record behind the bumper crop of 1994. Planted 
area for the U.S. totaled 64.2 million acres, up 3 percent 
from plantings in 1995. Harvested area was estimated at 
63.4 million acres, an increase of 3 percent from a year 
ago. The average yield per acre, estimated at 37.6 bushels, 
was 2.3 bushels above 1995. This tied 1992 as the second 
highest yield on record. 
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National Agricultural Summary 





January 13 - 19, 1997 





High winds, bitter temperatures, and blowing snow 
combined to make farming and ranching activities 
difficult in the Great Plains and Midwest. The harsh 
winter conditions stressed livestock and placed 
additional pressure on feed supplies. in the Dakotas, 
some producers were having problems with cattle 
isolated from feed supplies. Local road closings 
caused some dairy farmers to dump milk. The 
blowing snow and low temperatures left winter grains 
vulnerable to damage. Weather-related transportation 
problems hindered movement of grain and livestock 








HIGHLIGHTS 


to markets. River barge traffic was hampered and 
some meat-packing operations in the Midwest 
operated at low volume. Temperatures in the 20's 
were recorded as far south as central Florida. 
Generally, temperatures were not low enough, long 
enough to cause serious damage to citrus trees. 
However, there was fruit icing in many areas of the 
State. Varying amounts of damage to southern 
Florida vegetable crops was caused by the low 
temperatures, with significant damage reported in 
some areas. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 





January 12 - 18, 1997 








HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: A warming trend occurred throughout most of the 
region, improving overwintering conditions for winter grains. 


EUROPE: Seasonable temperatures were accompanied by mostly 
dry weather in the north and east, while rain fell in Mediterranean 
crop areas. 


AUSTRALIA: Rain in the east benefited western sections of the 
main summer crop and grazing areas. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Scattered, mostly light rain covered the corn belt, 
keeping topsoils moist as crops approach reproduction. 


RETESET RIE LE EEL ERIE LSS 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Light showers and mild weather 
favored winter grain development in Morocco, while unfavorably dry 
weather returned to crop areas in Algeria. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Across Java, seasonable showers maintained 
irrigation supplies for main-season rice, while isolated heavier 
showers caused some flooding. 


EASTERN ASIA: Seasonable weather prevailed across the North 
China Plain, keeping winter wheat dormant. 


SOUTH AMERICA: In southern Brazil, widespread weekend 
showers relieved dryness for reproductive soybeans and corn. 








FSU-WESTERN 


EUROPE 





A warming trend occurred over the region with temperatures rising 
above normal as the week progressed. The mild weather improved 
overwintering conditions for winter grains in Russia, Ukraine, 
Belarus, and the Baltics, previously stressed by bitterly cold weather. 
Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 5 degrees C above normal in 
northern Ukraine, northern Russia, Belarus, and the Baltics. However, 
the warming trend was more gradual in southern Ukraine and the 
North Caucasus region in Russia, where weekly temperatures 
averaged slightly below normal. Maximum temperatures rose above 
freezing in most areas during the week, melting some protective snow 
cover. Little, if any, precipitation accompanied the warming trend in 
most areas, with precipitation amounts mostly below 10 mm. 
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Temperatures returned to more seasonable levels in northern and 
eastern Europe during the week, providing favorable overwintering 
conditions for winter grains. However, maximum temperatures rose 
above freezing in these areas, melting some protective snow cover. 
High pressure persisted over the continent during the week, bringing 
mostly dry weather. The exceptions were in the Iberian peninsula, 
southern France, and Greece, which received light to moderate rain. 
Precipitation amounts in these areas generally ranged from 10 to 50 
mm, with locally heavy amounts in excess of 70 mm occurring in 
southern Greece. In southern Spain, precipitation amounts this past 
week (mostly 10-25 mm) decreased from excessive amounts which 
fell in prior weeks, but the moisture kept soils waterlogged, limiting 
fieldwork. 
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Light showers (10-25 mm) fell over winter grain areas in Morocco, 
maintaining favorable moisture conditions for winter grains in the 
vegetative stage. Furthermore, unusually mild weather (temperatures 
averaging 2-4 degrees C above normal) promoted rapid vegetative 
growth in winter grains in Morocco. Farther east, unseasonably 
warm, dry weather returned to winter grain areas in Algeria, creating 
unfavorable conditions for crop development. In Tunisia, light to 
moderate rain (10-72 mm) improved soil moisture conditions for 
winter grains that were previously stressed by prolonged dryness. 





SOUTH AFRICA 
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Scattered, mostly light showers (3-25 mm) fell across the main corn- 
producing areas. Heavier rain (25-50 mm or more) covered extreme 
eastern sections of the corn belt and sugarcane areas of Kwazulu- 
Natal. Temperatures averaged near to below normal, with highs 
ranging from the middle to upper 20's C in the east to the low to mid 
30's C in traditionally warmer areas of the west. Corn is in or 
approaching the critical reproductive phase of growth, and requires 
additional moisture for normal development. Prolonged periods of 
heat or dryness, especially in the west, would likely cause losses in 
yield potential. 





SOUTH AMERICA 





In southern Brazil, hot weather (maximum temperatures ranging from 
35 to 38 degrees C) across Rio Grande do Sul, along with isolated 
pockets of dryness, stressed flowering soybeans and corn. However, 
during January 19 and 20, widespread showers (40-60 mm) relieved 
dryness across the region. Additional rain is needed to increase soil 
moisture for potentially hot weather during the rest of the Brazilian 
summer. Elsewhere in Brazil, showers (30-80 mm) covered most 
soybean areas, maintaining adequate moisture supplies for soybean 
reproduction. Showers (20-60 mm) increased moisture supplies for 
soybeans and cotton in southern Paraguay. In central Argentina, 
moderate showers (15-60 mm) favored vegetative soybeans and 
reproductive corn. Across southern Buenos Aires, the showers slowed 
winter wheat harvesting, which was over 95 percent completed. 
Showers (10-35 mm) also favored cotton in northern Argentina. 
Temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C above normal across 
Argentina and 2 to 4 degrees C above normal in southern Brazil. 
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Seasonably dry, cool weather kept winter 
wheat dormant across the North China Plain. 
Light to moderate rain (5-20 mm) fell across 
the southern half of China, favoring winter 
grains and oilseeds. Heavier amounts (30-55 
mm) were reported in northern Guangxi, 
Guangdong, and southern Hunan. 





SOUTHEAST ASIA 











Widespread showers (35-130 mm) fell across 
Java, maintaining irrigation supplies for main- 
season rice. Isolated heavier showers (greater 
than 200 mm) likely caused some flooding. 
Dry weather favored rice fieldwork across 
Indochina. In the Philippines, moderate to 
heavy showers (30-150 mm) fell across 
Mindanao, while drier weather (less than 25 
mm) prevailed elsewhere. 
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AUSTRALIA 

Beneficial rain (10-25 mm or more, 
exceeding 50 mm locally) covered a broad 
section of southern Queensland and 
northwestern New South Wales, aiding 
pastures and grazing lands. The rain 
reached western sections of the main 
summer crop area, but the bulk of the 
region’s sorghum, cotton, and sugarcane 
was mostly dry. Highs ranged from the 
low to mid-30's C throughout eastern 
Australia’s main agricultural areas. In 
New Zealand, rainfall was light (25 mm or 
less) in most of the main pasture areas. 














___U.S.Crop Production Highlights  —=s_——™ 








The following information was released by USDA's Agricultural Statistics Board on January 9, 1997. Forecasts refer to January 1. 


All oranges production for the 1996-97 season is forecast at a record- 
high 12.5 million tons, up 1 percent from December's forecast and up 
6 percent from a year ago. This year's crop is 5 percent larger than the 
previous record of 11.8 million tons set in the 1979-80 season. 
Florida's production amounts to 220 million boxes (9.90 million tons), 
unchanged from December but 8 percent above last season. Florida's 
all orange, early varieties, and Valencia production forecasts remained 
unchanged from last month and are each record-large crops. Early- 
and mid-season varieties are expected to produce 130 million boxes 
(5.85 million tons), 7 percent above last season. The Valencia forecast 
is 90 million boxes (4.05 million tons), 10 percent above a year ago. 
The California all orange production forecast, at 65 million boxes (2.44 
million tons), is up 3 percent from the previous forecast in October but 


is 2 percent less than last season. The California Navel orange 
forecast is 39 million boxes (1.46 million tons), up 5 percent from 
October and up 3 percent from last year's production. The California 
Valencia forecast is unchanged at 26 million boxes (975,000 tons), 7 
percent less than last year. 


All cotton production is forecast at 19.0 million bales, up 1 percent 
from last month and a 6 percent increase from last year. This is the 
second-largest production on record. Yield is a record-high 709 
pounds per harvested acre, up 172 pounds from 1995. Although early- 
season weather caused high abandonment in Texas, favorable growing 
conditions in late summer and an open harvest period resulted in large 
numbers of bolls and high boll counts. 
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